
Demolition man, or the 
automation of legal 

compliance



• Warning: this presentation contains strong 
language. Viewer discretion is advised.

• (And I’m not even talking about the bloody 
election) 





EU commission lends legitimacy

• whereas from Mary Shelley's Frankenstein's 
Monster to the classical myth of Pygmalion, 
through the story of Prague's Golem to the 
robot of Karel Čapek, who coined the word, 
people have fantasised about the possibility 
of building intelligent machines, more often 
than not androids with human features;





Demolition man and the automation of  
law enforcement

• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LE3ocz
J1zgM



• https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oDrYk
wG6Tuo







Law as architecture





Traffic policing and political power: 
reminiscing



Traffic policing and political power: 
reminiscing



Traffic policing and political power

• Smart city, integrated traffic policing and 
the control of public spaces



Traffic policing and political power

• control over public spaces, accountability 
and transparency in integrated smart city 
infrastructures. 



Emerging issues



• Traffic policing the way most people interact with 
police

• Some crimes become irrelevant (driving under 
influence, eg.)

• Important source of intelligence gathering 
removed?

• Other forms of surveillance capacity gained: the 
car as an extension of the home?



Who watches the watchers?

• Increasingly, we all:



• How will constant (self) surveillance change 
the nature of policing, and the citizen-state 
interaction?

• Are our complain processes and procedures 
still adequate for this?



Ethical and Legal Issues 1: known 
problems

• Replication and amplification of existing 
biases

• Weakening of procedural scrutiny and 
control

• IP and proprietary software amplifying the 
problem 

• Comp Sci companies as state actors?


